CHURCH BUILDINGS 


At the first meeting of the Vestry, following 
its organization, held on August 29th, 1912, Messrs. 
Lang and Major were appointed architects and asked 
to submit a sketch of a church building. Sketches were 
Submitted and the architects were asked to prepare a 
rough estimate of the cost of building (1) the 
basement of the east end of the church to the Chancel 
arch and (2) the additional cost of the basement 
underlying the first two bays of the Nave. At a 
meeting held the following day, after the 
architect had reported that the basement under the 
Chancel would seat about 150 people and cost about 
$6,500.00, it was resolved that the Vestry should 
prepare to spend 
$7,500.00 that fall. 


The church and hall as they are at present (1961) 
were built in six stages as follows: 


1. Basement under east end to Chancel arch. 


Extension of basement to include 
four additional bays. 


3. Erection of super structure over the 
then completed basement. 


4. Extension of basement to street Line. 
5. Building lower storey of Parish Hall. 


6. Completion of super structure of 
church and tower. 


The contract for stage No. 1 was given to the lowest 
tenderer, The Swanstrom Co., for $6,393.00 with an extra 
$800.00 for raising the wall above the specified 
height. The work was completed by the end of the year 
and the first service held on January 5th, 1913. A 
report by the Wardens and Vestry to the parishioners 
stated that the completed basement including fixtures 
cost $7,728.37. 


On May 26th, 1914, the Vestry accepted a tender by 
Mr. H. W. Cawston for four additional bays of the 
basement 
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at a cost of $5,700.00 with an extra $275.00 for steel. 
A tender for plumbing and heating was also accepted, 
but this latter work was not proceeded with owing to 
shortness of funds. For heating, $105.18 was spent 
for gas stoves. 


A special Parish meeting held October 9th, 1920, 
approved a recommendation of the Vestry that the 
building of the super structure over the then existing 
basement was 
feasible, and that the building be started as soon as 
possible. 


The records to which the writer has had access contain 
little definite information as to this stage of the 
building, the only information being reports from month to 
month by 
the treasurer of the building fund of collections and 
dis bursements. As all the disbursements do not 
appear to be in connection with the building, it is 
impossible to tell with certainty the cost or date of 
completion. 


It would appear that the work was completed about 
the first of December, 1921, as at the Vestry meeting of 
7th December of that year the Rector spoke of the 
completion and dedication of the new building. In a 
marginal note, stated to have been made on November 
26th, 1933, by Mr. F.B. Archer, it is stated that the 
new part of the church was dedicated 
by the Bishop of Calgary on December 18th, 1921. From 
the reports of the Treasurer of the building fund, it would 
appear that the cost of the work was in the 
neighbourhood of $12,000. 


While the building of this first portion of the 
Super structure was paid for out of the funds collected 
for that purpose, a balance was still owing on the 
mortgage to the Northern Trust Company. It was reported 
at the Vestry meet ing of December 7th, 1925, that this 
mortgage had then been paid in full and that the Rector 
would arrange for the church to be consecrated on 
Sunday, January 3rd, 1926, if the Bishop could then 
attend. There is no further record of the 
conse cration. 


Following the end of the Second World War, the 
Vestry at a meeting held on September 10th, 1945, 
appointed a com mittee to consider the extension of the 
basement by way of 
a Thanksgiving Memorial. Later Messrs. Stevenson and 


Cawston were appointed architects. 
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Upon the reception of a report from the 
building committee, the Annual Parish Meeting on 
January 20th, 1947, authorized the Vestry to proceed 
with the addition as, and if, in their opinion, they 
should do so and to borrow. 


At the Annual Parish Meeting of January 26th, 1948, 
the completed extended basement was formally opened by the 
Rt 


Rev. Bishop Ragg. In the report of the building 
committee to this meeting it was stated that the 
contract for the ex tension had been given Poole 
Construction Company on a cost plus basis with the 


contractor's fee to be $1,000.00; also 
that the work had been commenced in April 1947, but had 
been delayed. The final cost with extras was 


estimated at 
$29,289.00. It was later reported that the total cost was 
$29,698.72. 


Plans for the completion and alteration of the 
church and the building of the hall were submitted to 
the Annual Parish Meeting of January 19th, 1953, 
together with the following estimates of costs: 


Nave $ 55,000.00 
Hall Basement 48,000.00 
Hall, Upper storey 55,000.00 
Tower 10,000.00 
Removing and 
raising 
ceiling 10,000.00 
Total $175,000.00 


The meeting authorized the Rector, together with 
the building committee and Vestry to proceed with the 
erection of the proposed building and the renovations 
of the present structure when they should determine 
that adequate funds were available. Tenders were called 
for and on July 10th, 1953, the Vestry decided to 
accept the tender of Poole Con struction Company to 
complete the basement of the hall, with renovations in 
the existing church basement including plumb ing and 
heating and a new boiler with temporary roofing and 
flashing in the new basement on a cost plus basis with 
a guaranteed outside price of the stipulated sum 
submitted. 
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At the Annual Parish Meeting of January 18th, 
1954, the Rt. Rev. George R. Calvert, officially opened 
the new hall lower storey. A statement as at December 
31st, 1954, states the total cost of the hall basement 
with extras to be 
$68,394.61. 


At the same Annual Meeting it was resolved that in 
accordance with the recommendation of the building 
committee, the extension of the main body of the church 
including a gallery and alterations to the roof, in 
accordance with the architect's plans already approved, 
be proceeded with as soon as the building committee 
Should have satisfied the Rector, Wardens and Vestry 
that the same was adequately financed. 


A Special Meeting of the Vestry, held on April 
6th, 1954, declared that the Vestry was then 
Satisfied that adequate financing for the completion 
had been arranged and resolved that Poole 
Construction Company be awarded the contract. The 
estimated cost of the completion of the church was 
estimated as: 


Poole Construction Company 

tender Estimated balance one m, 

Architect i ; 
Total $120,085.00 


The Corner Stone of the completed church was laid 
on September, 4th, 1954, by the Most Reverend Geoffrey 
Fisher, then Archbishop of Canterbury, at a large 
afternoon gather ing, and the church formally opened and 
dedicated the follow ing Christmas Eve Service by the 
Rt. Rev. George R. Calvert, 

D.D. Bishop of Calgary. 


On June 13th, 1955, the Chairman of the building 
com mittee reported to the Vestry that the total 
contract amounted to $101,281.51, with extras costing 
$10,619.30, a total of $111,900.81. The Vestry 
thereupon authorized the payment of the balance 
outstanding. 


CHRIST CHURCH 
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